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PrefaceThis special volume of Physics of the Dark Universe includes
the plenary talks of the 13th International Conference on Topics in
Astroparticle and Underground Physics (TAUP2013) that was held
in Asilomar, California, USA, from September 8 through September
13, 2013. TAUP has been held every second year for the past 25
years, and has become the leading international conference on
underground science. This Dark Universe volumewill become part
of a Virtual Special Issue in which TAUP2013 plenary, parallel, and
poster presentations are gathered together. TAUP2013 drew 304
registered participants from 28 countries (see the graphic below).
In the week prior to the conference, a TAUP Summer School
for advanced graduate students and beginning postdoctoral
researchers was organized around the central themes of TAUP.
The school drew approximately 100 applicants, 56 of whom were
invited to attend the school, including 15 non-US students from
8 countries. Most of the students then remained at Asilomar to
attend the main conference, helping as assistants to TAUP session
chairs. The TAUP Summer Schoolwas a newTAUP activity for 2013,
one that proved a great success.
The Conference and School were organized by Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory. We thank LBL staff from the Nuclear
Science Division, Conference Services Office, and Public Affairs
Office for the help they provided: Diana Attia, Lady Bonifacio, Tom
Gallant, Jan Hennessey, Jane McCall, Michele Pixa, Erik Richman,
Frank Rosado, Jacquelyn Smith, Cathy Thompson, and Daphne
Trowbridge-Williams.We are very grateful to James Symons for his
support of the meeting and for making his staff available to help.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dark.2014.08.001
2212-6864/
© 2014 Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-NWe also thank Sonya Griffin and Rachel Winheld from the Physics
Department, UC Berkeley, for assisting us.
Several neighboring universities, including the Berkeley and
Santa Cruz campuses of the University of California, Caltech, and
Stanford, helped LBNL as conference and school cohosts. Financial
assistance was provided by the National Science Foundation (the
principal sponsor of the School), the UC Dark Matter Search
Initiative, LIGO, the International Union of Pure and Applied
Physics, the Hamamatsu Corporation, Elsevier, the University of
South Carolina, and the UC Initiative on Neutrino Physics and
Nuclear Astrophysics.
We thank all of the speakers, conveners, and participants for
making TAUP2013 a great success. We also thank the members of
the local Organizing Committee, the Steering Committee, and In-
ternational Advisory Committee for TAUP2013, as well as the orga-
nizers of the TAUP2013 Summer School for the contributions they
made to themeeting. They are acknowledgedbelow. This volume is
dedicated to Stuart Freedman, a leading neutrino experimentalist
and member of the Local Organizing Committee who passed away
during TAUP2013 planning. He was a friend of many in the under-
ground science community, and will be greatly missed.
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